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§ 32.1-272. Certified copies of vital records; other copies.

A. In accordance with § 32.1-271 and the regulations adopted pursuant thereto, the State Registrar or a district health
department shall, upon receipt of a written request, issue a certified copy of any vital record in the custody of the State
‘Registrar or of a part thereof. Such vital records in the State Registrar's custody may be in the form of originals,
photoprocessed reproductions or data filed by electronic means. Each copy issued shall show the date of registration. Anj
copy issued from a record marked "delayed" or "amended," except a record amended pursuant to subsection F of this
section or subsection D of § 32.1-269, shall be similarly marked and show the effective date. Certified copies may be
issued by county and city registrars only while the original record is in their possession, except that at the option of the
county or city registrar true and complete copies of death certificates may be retained and certified copies of such records
may be issued by the county or city registrar.

B. A certified copy of a vital record or any part thereof issued in accordance with subsection A shall be considered for all
purposes the same as the original and shall be prima facie evidence of the facts therein stated, provided that the
evidentiary value of a vital record filed more than one-year after the event or a vital record which has been amended shall
be determined by the judicial or administrative body or official before whom the certificate is offered as evidence.

C. The federal agency responsible for national vital statistics may be furnished such copies or other data from the system
of vital records as it may require for national statistics if such federal agency shares in the cost of collecting, processing
and transmitting such data. Such data may be used for research and medical investigations of public health importance.
No other use of such data shall be made by the federal agency unless authorized by the State Registrar.

D. Other federal, state and local, public or private agencies in the conduct of their official duties may, upon request and
payment of a reasonable fee, be furnished copies or other data from the system of vital records for statistical or
administrative purposes upon such terms or conditions as may be prescribed by the Board. Such copies or other data shal
not be used for purposes other than those for which they were requested unless so authorized by the State Registrar.

E. No person shall prepare or issue any certificate which purports to be an original or certified copy of a vital record
except as authorized in this chapter or regulations adopted hereunder.

F. Certified copies of birth records filed before July 1, 1960, containing statements of racial designation on the reverse
thereof shall be issued without such statement as a part of the certification; nor for this purpose solely shall such

certification be marked "amended."”

Any American Indian or Native American whose certified copy of a birth record filed before July 1, 1960, contains a
racial designation that is incorrect may obtain, without paying a fee, one certified copy of his birth record from which
such incorrect racial designation has been removed. Such certification shall not be marked "amended" solely for this
reason.

G. With the increased fees to be charged for vital records and the additional deposits to the Vital Statistics Automation
Fund, the Board of Health shall establish, within the district health departments, a statewide system for decentralizing
certification of vital records, when such records are prepared or issued from data in the custody of the State Registrar anc
the Board of Health. :

(Code 1950, § 32-353.27; 1950, pp. 484, 485; 1954, c. 429; 1956, c. 412; 1958, c. 296; 1960, c. 451; 1966, c. 353 1972,
c. 500; 1979, ¢. 711; 1983, c. 240; 1994, c. 373 1997 c. 470; 1999 c. 600.)
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§ 32.1-274. Persons in charge of institutions and funeral directors, etc., to keep records; lists sent to State Registrar.

A. Every person in charge of an institution shall keep a record of personal data concerning each person admitted or
confined to such institution. This record shall include such information as required for the certificates of birth, death, and
reports of spontaneous fetal death and induced termination of pregnancy required by this chapter. The record shall be
made at the time of admission from information provided by the person being admitted or confined, but when it cannot b
so obtained, the information shall be obtained from relatives or other persons acquainted with the facts. The name and
address of the person providing the information shall be a part of the record.

B. When a dead human body is released or disposed of by an institution, the person in charge of the institution shall keeg
a record showing the name of the deceased, date of death, the name and address of the person to whom the body is
released and the date of removal from the institution, or, if final disposal is by the institution, the date, place, and manner
of disposition. )

C. A funeral director, embalmer, or other person who removes from the place of death or transports or is in charge of fin
disposition of a dead body or fetus, in addition to filing any certificate, report or form required by this chapter, shall keey
a record which shall identify the body, and such information pertaining to his receipt, removal, and delivery of such bods
as may be prescribed in regulations adopted by the Board. ... .

D. Not later than the tenth day of the month followihg the month of occurrence, the administrator of each institution shal
cause to be sent to the State Registrar a list showing thereon all births, deaths, and fetal deaths occurring in such
institution during the preceding month. Such lists shall be on forms provided by the State Registrar.

E. Not later than the tenth day of the month following the month of occurrence, each funeral director shall send to the
State Registrar a list showing thereon all caskets furnished, bodies prepared for disposition and transportation and funera
performed where no casket was furnished by the funeral director during the preceding month. Such lists shall be on form

provided by the State Registrar.

F. Recdrds maintained under this section shall be retained for a period of not less than ten years and shall be made
available for inspection by the State Registrar or his representative upon demand.

(Code 1950, § 32-353.29; 1960, ¢. 451; 1979, c. 711; 1983, c. 240.)
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§ 32.1-275. Information as to births, deaths, marriages and divorces to be furnished on demand.

[t shall be the duty of any person to furnish such information as he fnay possess regarding any birth, death, fetal death,
marriage or divorce, upon demand of the State Registrar in person, by mail, or through the county, city, or special
registrar, , :

(Code 1950, § 32-353.30; 1960, c. 451; 1979, c. 711.)

previous | next | new search | table of contents | home

httn/lanl otata via nolami hin/larm&NA ava2NNNLA~AAL2D 1 2778 1At AINAN



LIS > Code of Virginia > 32.1-275.1 Page 1 of

)86 previous | ne;
§ 32.1-275.1. Matching of birth and death certificates; marking of certificates and copies.

To protect the integrity of vital records and prevent the fraudulent use of birth certificates of deceased persons, the State
Registrar is hereby authorized to match birth and death certificates, in accordance with regulations promulgated by the
Board, to prove beyond a reasonable doubt the fact of death, and to post the facts of death to the appropriate birth
certificate. Copies issued from birth certificates marked deceased shall be similarly marked.

(1983, c. 240.)
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§ 32.1-276. Penalty imposed for violations.

Any person who commits any of the following acts is guilty of a Class 4 felony:

2. Who without lawtul authqrity and with the intent to deceive, makes, counterfeits, alters, amends, or mutilates any
report, record, or certificate required to be filed under this chapter or a certified copy of such report, record, or certificate
or

3. JRepealed.[

4. Who willfully and knowingly obtains, possesses, uses, sells, furnishes or attempts to obtain, possess, use, sell, or
furnish to another, for any purpose of deception, any certificate, record or report required by this chapter or certified cop:
thereof made, counterfeited, altered, amended, or mutilated or which is false in whole or part or which relates to the birth
of another person whether living or deceased without lawfu] authority; or

5. JRepealed.|

6. Who is an employee of the State Registrar or of the Department of Health while engaged in activities pertaining to the
operation of the system of vital records who, without lawful authority, willfully and knowingly furnishes or possesses an
certificate, report, record, or certification thereof, with the knowledge or intention that it be used for the purposes of
deception; or -

7. Who, without lawful authority, possesses any certificate, record, or report required by this chapter or a copy or
certification of such certificate, record, or report knowing same to have been stolen or otherwise unlawfully obtained.

(Code 1950, § 32-353.31; 1960, c. 451; 1979, c. 711, 1983, c. 240.)
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§ 32.1-283. Investigation of deaths; obtaining consent to removal of organs, etc.; fees.

A. Upon the death of any person from trauma, injury, violence, poisoning, accident, suicide or homicide, or suddenly
when in apparent good health, or when unattended by a physician, or in jail, prison, other correctional institution or in
police custody, or who is a patient or resident of a state mental health or mental retardation facility, or suddenly as an
apparent result of fire, or in any suspicious, unusual or unnatural manner, or the sudden death of any infant less than
eighteen months of age whose death is suspected to be attributable to Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), the medica
examiner of the county or city in which death occurs shall be notified by the physician in attendance, hospital, law-
enforcement officer, funeral director or any other person having knowledge of such death. Good faith efforts shall be
made by such person or institution having custody of the dead body to identify the next of kin of the decedent, and such
identity, if determined, shall be provided to the Chief Medical Examiner upon transfer of the dead body. After
identification of the next of kin, the person or institution, or agent of such person or institution, having custody of the dez
body shall attempt to-obtain consent for removal of the pituitary or other organs, glands, eyes or tissues for use in
transplants or therapy.

B. Upon being notified of a death as provided in subsection A, the medical examiner shall take charge of the dead body,

~ make an investigation into the cause and manner of death, reduce his findings to writing, and promptly make a full repon
to the Chief Medical Examiner. In order to facilitate his investigation, the medical examiner is authorized to inspect and .

copy the pertinent medical records of the decedent whose death he is investigating. Full directions as to the nature,

character and extent of the investigation to be made in such cases shall be furnished each medical examiner by the Chief

Medical Examiner, together with appropriate forms for the required reports and instructions for their use. The facilities

and personnel under the Chief Medical Examiner shall be made available to medical examiners in such investigations.

C. A copy of each report pursuant to this section shall be delivered to the appropriate attorney for the Commonwealth an.
to the appropriate law-enforcemert agency investigating the death. A copy of any such report regarding the death ofa
victim of a traffic accident shall be furnished upon request to the State Police and the Highway Safety Commission. In
addition, a copy of any autopsy report concerning a patient or resident of a state mental health or mental retardation
facility shall be delivered to the Commissioner of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services and
to the Inspector General for Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services. ‘

D. For edch investigation under this article, including the making of the required reports, the medical examiner shall
receive a-fee established by the Board within the limitations of appropriations for the purpose. Such fee shall be paid by
the Commonwealth, if the deceased is not a legal resident of the county or city in which his death occurred. In the event
the deceased is a legal resident of the county or city in which his death occurred, such county or city shall be responsible
for the fee; however, the Commonwealth shall reimburse such county or city to the extent such fee exceeds $20. If the
deceased is a patient or resident of a state mental health or mental retardation facility, the fee shall be paid by the
Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services.

E. Nothing herein shall be construed to interfere with the autopsy procedure or with the routine obtaining of consent for
removal of organs as conducted by surgical teams or others. '

(Code 1950, §§ 32-31.17, 32-31.18, 32-31.20; 1950, p. 659; 1952, cc. 318, 705; 1960, c. 366; 1962, ¢. 366; 1968, c. 431;
1972, cc. 556, 741; 1974, c. 443; 1975, c. 475; 1978, c. 175; 1979, c. 711; 1981, c. 388; 1985, c. 228; 1993, c. 965; 2002

c. 203; 2003, c. 368.)
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§ 32.1-284. Cremations and burials at sea.

No dead human body whose death occurred in Virginia shall be cremated or buried at sea, irrespective of the cause and
manner of death, unless a medical examiner shall determine that there is no further need for medicolegal inquiry into the
death and shall so certify upon a form supplied by the Chief Medical Examiner. For this service the medical examiner
shall be entitled to a fee established by the Board, not to exceed the fee provided for in subsection D of § 32.1-283. to be

paid by the applicant for the certificate.

(1979, c. 711.)
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§ 32.1-285. Autopsies.

A.If, in the opinion of the medical examiner investigating the death or of the Chief Medical Examiner, it is advisable ar
in the public interest that an autopsy be made or if an autopsy is requested by the attorney for the Commonwealth or by
judge of the circuit court of the county or city wherein such body is or where death occurred or wherein any injury
contributing to or causing death was sustained, an autopsy shall be performed by the Chief Medical Examiner, an assistz
chief medical examiner or a pathologist employed as provided in § 32.1-281. Upon petition of a member of the immediz
family or the spouse of the deceased in a case of death by injury, such circuit court may, for good cause shown, order an
autopsy, after providing notice and an opportunity to be heard to the attorney for the Commonwealth for the jurisdiction
wherein the injury contributing to or causing death was sustained or where death occurred. Further, in all cases of death
suspected to be attributable to Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), an autopsy shall be advisable and in the public
interest and shall be performed as required by § 32.1-285.1. A full record and report of the facts developed by the autops
and findings of the person making such autopsy shall be promptly made and filed with the Chief Medical Examiner and
copy furnished the judge or attorney for the Commonwealth requesting such autopsy. In the discretion of the Chief
Medical Examiner or the medical examiner, a copy of any autopsy report or findings may be furnished to any appropriat
attorney for the Commonwealth and to the appropriate law-enforcement agency investigating the death.

B. In the case of a child death for which an autopsy is performed and the autopsy indicates child abuse or neglect
contributed to the cause of the death, or the child suffered from abuse and neglect, the medical examiner conducting the
“autopsy shall report the case immediately to the child protective services unit of the local Department of Social Services

(Code 1950, § 32-31.19; 1952, c. 318; 1960, c. 366; 1975, c. 475; 1979, c. 711; 1989, . 66; 1991, c. 644; 1993, c. 965;
2003, c. 368.)
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§ 32.1-285.1. Death of infants under eighteen months of age; autopsies required; definition of Sudden Infant Death
Syndrome. ' '

An autopsy shall be performed in the case of any infant death which is suspected to be attributable to Sudden Infant Des
Syndrome (SIDS).

For the purposes of this section, "Sudden Infant Death Syndrome" (SIDS), a diagnosis of exclusion, means the sudden a
unexpected death of an infant less than eighteen months of age whose death remains unexplained after a thorough

postmortem examination which includes an autopsy.

(1993, c. 965.)

¢
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§ 32.1-286. Exhumations.

A. In any case of death described in subsection A of § 32.1-283, where the body is buried without investigation by a
medical examiner as to the cause and manner of death or where sufficient cause develops for further investigation after a
body is buried, the Chief Medical Examiner shall authorize such investigation and shall send a copy of the report to the
appropriate attorney for the Commonwealth who shall communicate such report to a judge of the appropriate circuit cour
Such judge may order that the body be exhumed and an autopsy performed thereon by the Chief Medical Examiner or by
an Assistant Chief Medical Examiner. The pertinent facts disclosed by the autopsy shall be communicated to the judge
who ordered it. :

B. In any case of death in which a private person has an interest, such person may petition the judge of the circuit court
exercising jurisdiction over the place of interment and, upon proper showing of sufficient cause, such judge may order th
body exhumed. Such petition or exhumation or both shall not require the participation of the Chief Medical Examiner or
his Assistant Chief Medical Examiners. Costs shall be paid by the party requesting the exhumation.

C. Upon the petition of a party attempting to prove, in accordance with the provisions of §§ 64.1-5.1 and 64.1-5.2, that he
is the issue of a person dead and buried, a court may order the exhumation of the body of a dead person for the conduct o
scientifically reliable genetic tests, including DNA tests, to prove a biological relationship. The costs of exhumation,
testing, and reinterment shall be paid by the petitioner unless, for good cause shown, the court orders such costs paid fror
the estate of the exhumed deceased. This provision is intended to provide a procedural mechanism for obtaining
posthumous samples for reliable genetic testing and shall not require substantive proof of parentage to obtain the

exhumation order.

(Code 1950, § 32-31.19; 1952, ¢. 318; 1960, c. 366; 1975, c. 475; 1979, c. 711; 1997, c. 59; 1999, c. 781.)
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